Boat review Artnautica LRC 58

Words by Rebecca Hayter Photos by Bruce Jenkins

It's seaworthy and self-righting, easy
to operate and comfortable to live on.
It even has a man cave.
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The Artnautica LRC 58 offers a way
to cruise around the world at low cost
without late-night sail changes.

e dream of cruising single-handed around the world usually
features a sailing boat, but the UK owner of the new Artnautica
LRC 58 (Long Range Cruiser), which debuted at the Auckland
On Water Boat Show, plans to motor around the world.
The LRC 58, built at Dickey Boats in Napier, is finished in
bare 5083 aluminium - that means no painting of the hull.
Ever. It's industrial chic, low-maintenance and low-profile - there's no
flashy paint job attracting attention in foreign ports.

The boat featured here, Broadsword, is the second to this design
from Dennis Harjamaa of Artnautica Yacht Design and naval architect
at Dickey Boats.

Harjamaa designed the LRC concept about seven years ago. The first
boat he launched for himself in May this year from Dickey Boats’ yard.
Meanwhile, the UK boatie looking for a suitable vessel to base in the
Mediterranean and Caribbean commissioned the second.

Jason Dickey says it’s ideal for a solo circumnavigator. It’s robust,
seaworthy and self-righting, easy to operate and comfortable to live
on. It even has a man cave.

And it's affordable. If you compare its light-filled, indoor-outdoor
apartment-style living with Auckland’s apartment prices, it's a




TOP; The forward, lower saloon or parlour. The ottoman to right of
picture pulls out as a foot stool and the settee can convert to a double
berth. The head/shower is in the compartment forward, to port. The
master’s cabin is for'ard, with carpet.

ABOVE: Twin helm seats preside at a helmstation based on wifi-capable
CZone, so that helming, including managing the variable pitch propeller
can be dene by touch-screen.
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bargain, starting at $850,000. And that’s enhanced by the boat’s
extraordinary fuel economy.

In flat water, lightships, on this 58ft, 14-tonne vessel, we recorded:
* 7.2kts using 0.55 litres diesel per nautical mile
* 8.1kts using 0.67 litres diesel per nautical mile
« 9kts using 0.84 litres diesel per nautical mile.

Of course, you need to be happy with a top speed of 10.5kts and
a cruising speed of 8-9kts. The engine is a 90hp Beta.

“In theory, a boat with this length-to-beam ratio wouldn't be able
to go that fast,” Dickey says, “but Dennis has created a very smart
design; it has a very low displacement to water line-length ratio.”

Also crucial in this equation of physics is the skinny, easily-
driven hull —as Dickey loves to tell you, the water leaves the
transom in a flat, clean wake. Add in the fuel capacity of 3600 and
at 9 knots you have a range of 4500nm — slow to 7 knots and this
goes up to 7000nm.

“Nine knots is a nice speed,” says Dickey. “If you were going to
Fiji, the difference between eight and nine knots is an extra two-
hundred litres of diesel and you get there a day sooner.”

With more horsepower, the Artnautica LRC 58 could do up to
about 18 knots, Dickey says.

Although the LRC 58 would operate well with a fixed propeller,
aWest-Mekan variable pitch propeller (VPP) such as that on




A TOP: The galley in the saloon on the main deck and, above left, the
head/shower. Both feature faux-timber panels on the cabinetry.
ABQOVE RIGHT: The master cabin.
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THE WORLD’S MOST INNOVATIVE
RANGE OF SURVIVAL SOLUTIONS

Ocean Signal's ground-breaking design approach
has resulted in the world's most compact,
lightweight and rugged safety devices.

EPIRB1 - Emergency Position
Indicating Radio Beacon
* Compact design allows for flexible fitting
on any vessel

* 66 channel GPS ensures fast
accurate positioning

= Unique dual strobe lights increase visibility
* Minimum 48 hour emergency operation

PLB1 - Personal Locator Beacon

= Smallest and lightest, submersible to 15m

= Ultra-compact design allows freedom of
movement when fitted to lifejacket or belt

* Minimum 24 hour emergency operation

MOB1 - Man OverBoard
Personal Locator

* Best chance of rapid rescue comes from
your own vessel

= Uses AlS and DSC to immediately alert
your crew and other vessels in the vicinity

= Easily fitted to lifejackets

* Automatic activation with
inflatable lifejackets

EDF1- Electronic Distress Flare

* A handheld distress and signalling device
for all types of watercraft

* Safe reusable alternative to pyrotechnics

= 11km visibility range. 6 hour battery life

= Waterproof to 10m

FREE multi tool with any rescueME purchase. ‘
Offer valid until 31 December 2015. £

Visit www.rescueme.co.nz A

for complete details. 4 {1
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The cockpit and saloon are on one-level, for easy, indoor-
outdoor flow. The cockpit is covered with Ultralon which is
soft underfoot and insulates for warmth and sound. Its panels
are CNC-cut so if one is damaged, Dickey Boats can cut the

required panel from its files, roll it up and courier it to|the boat.

ABOVE RIGHT, TOP: Jason Dickey in the port lazarette
ABOVE RIGHT: The man cave.

“...the engine
temperature as
a guide to trim
the pitch of the _
propeller...” V|

Broadsword gives optimum fuel efficiency and engine longevity.

Getting the best use of VPP depends on the skipper. Broadsiword is
well set up with smart electronics; all its systems and monitoring are
based on CZone and, like the Dickey Custom 950 launched last year, it
can be run through wi-fi from an iPad or iPhone.

As we cruised out of Napier marina, past the cutest baby seal practicing
its roll-overs, [ sat at the helm for alesson in driving smart boats.

The helm dash is dominated by two large touch-screens amid
other gauges. Dickey steers mostly on autopilot, using touch-screen to
adjust his course, although there is a ship’s wheel for the everyman.

In getting best fuel economy, Dickey uses the engine exhaust
temperature as a guide to trim the pitch of the propeller.




“Our optimum exhaust temperature when we're running as
efficiently as we passibly can is about 500 degrees,” says Dickey.
“It means it’s a lot lower-revving and feels more comfortable. We
can change our pitch to go slower and economical rather than
glaze the bores when you're slowing down. You can put some
load onit, so it’s perfect for ocean passages.”

The 90hp engine revs at up to 2500rpm. That makes for a
quiet boat, too. With the door closed, the noise in the saloon is
under 70 decibels.

As you'd expect from a boat built at Dickey Boats, systems
are well thought out. The Sidepower bow thruster runs off a
forepeak battery which is separate from the 800amp hour gel
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CHOOSE COMFORT. ENJOY PERFORMANCE.

¢ \Worlds most
inexpensive dynamic
Trim Control System

¢ Utilises fast acting
Interceptors

* Fully Automatic pitch
and roll or Manual
control

¢ Colour 3D display

¢ 5§ times faster
Actuation

¢ Plug and Play
Installation

LECTRO

NZ’'s No.1 Trim Tab System

® Electro-
mechanical
Trim Tab Systems

® Stainless or
alloy tabs

* Auto Retract
and wireless
options

RETAIL SHOWROOM:

Tel: 09 845 5347
Email: sales@advancetrident.com
ADVANCE TRIDENT LTD www.advancetrident.com
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The LRC 58 exudes a robust, capable air. ABOVE RIGHT: Jason and Tristin
Dickey, managing directors of Dickey Boats in Napier.

cells for the house supply. Separate alternators charge the engine
and house batteries, as well as solar panels and shore power. The
forepeak batteries are charged separately via the start alternator.

Unlike most boats which spend much of their time on a marina,
Broadsword is set up to run constantly. The logic being that, as a
liveaboard, there will always be food in the fridge to be preserved.

Setting up the boat for different modes really is push-button simple.

If you press the button for the forepeak, for example, it turns
on the battery for'ard for the lights, primes the washdown and
activates the bow thruster for operation.

With decades of world wide experience in high pressure breathing air
compressors, fill stations, and air storage, the Italian designed and
manufactured Coltri® compressors are the professional’s choice for
durable and reliable breathing air systems.

Air Technology was established in 1982 to meet the needs of many diverse
applications, including SCUBA, SCBA, Fire Stations, Police, Military,
Rescue Units, Painthall, Shipboard Breathing Air and
Indusirial and Recreational Breathing Air applications.

We can also build CUSTOM SYSTEMS to fit unique customer needs.
Contact us now: Ross Irvine, P:09-478 9995 M: 021 678 359 E: ross@airtec.co.nz

3 $4950

COLTRI MCH6 SS STAINLESS (PETROL) COLTRI-MCH6 EM/SS (ELEC.1Ph.)

PARTS AND CONSUMABLES
Filter cartridges = Activated carbon = Molecular sieve = Filter felt pads = Synthetic lubricant
SPARE PARTS
« Coltri » Bauer « Posaidon » Bristol » Midland Diving Equipment
DIVE COMPRESSORS SALES AND SERVICE
5/20 Consteflation Drive, IANZ approved testing A
Mairangi Bay, Auckland Iaboratory for
Tl airtec e
Email: sales@airlec.co.nz gas cylinders, & iaboraton
3 AIR TECHNOLOGY LIMITED
|§ High Pressure Compressor Specialists  www.divecompressors.co.nz
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DOCK & BOAT FENDERS

Made from hardwearing closed-cell PE and EVA foam, these
fenders will not puncture or absorb water. The flat design
prevents the fender from rolling or riding up. The modular
system allows multiple fenders to be joined for longer and
wider protection.

DOCK FENDERS
MODULAR SINGLE FENDER

360 Marine Supplies » Burnsco Stores » Hauraki Fenders
Oddies Marine « Smart Marine » Steve's Marine
www.ultralonfoam.com




The key fob in the ignition is an easy way to control features
such as lighting and automatically set the boat to various modes
such as motoring, at anchor or sleep.

So once you're tucked up in bed, push button one to turn off
everything except crucial systems such as gas alarm, fridge and
pressure water.

Button two cycles through the dimming modes of the lights.
This includes the courtesy lights in the cockpit so if you're coming
home in your dinghy at night and can’t remember exactly which
boat is yours, just flick the key fob and she will beckon you home.

Another setting turns on the nav lights and dims the back
lighting to preserve your night vision.

All this talk of bed is making me sleepy, so let’s check out the
accommodation. A few steps from the for’ard end of the saloon
leads to what I called the parlour; basically an amidships saloon.
It’s private with a comfortable, L-shaped settee which converts to
a double berth; a pull-out ottoman provides a foot rest. Windows
just above sea level let in the light.

A small desk and chair provide the office space. The chair is
perfect for boating with a grippy surface in contact with the floor.
A large en suite head with separate shower is off this area. For'ard,
through a bulkhead, is the master cabin.

THE MAN CAVE
Butlet’s get back to the cockpit because you are going to love what
lies beneath: the ultimate, maritime man cave.

It's under a hatch in the forward part of the cockpit to
starboard; aladder leads down to a workbench with a vice, power
points and tool box. Aft, on rollers, is a freezer and behind you is a
washing machine.

The spacious engineroom allows easy access to filters, fuel management,
fresh water filters and switch panels to over-ride CZone.

Being close to the engine, this area is warm but it’s separated
from the engine room by a solid watertight/fireproof door - but go
through it anyway.

Engine rooms on 58ft powerboats usually have big engines
gleaming with testosterone — the LRC has only its 90hp engine,
but fear not. Instead of capacity, it has plenty of space to best
display pumps, filters, dials and switches which operate the ship’s
systems: the engine fuel filters; fuel polishing, diesel transfer
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precision that goes into producing each

can of Micron® is similar. The Micron family

of products is the pinnacle of today’s

antifouling technolegy — formulated to
3 deliver maximum antifouling performance

O in even the harshest fouling environments, -
and on all types of boats. And because -
Micron products are polishing paints, they 5
actually become smoother over time, -

= reducing drag and fuel consumption,
leading to a significant reduction in carbon ¢
dioxide and sulphur dioxide emissions.

| i Micron paints also provide multi-seasonal -
performance which means the boat can be
hauled and relaunched without recoating.
It gets betier. Because the polishing action
reduces build-up, when the time does
come to re-apply, you'll spend less time
sanding. You just can’t buy a better
antifouling. And that's certainly worth
raising a glass to.
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Jason Dickey next to the 90hp engine which powers this 14-tonne
displacement vessel at up to 9.5 knots.

manifolds to move fuel between tanks. Everything is well labelled.

Over to port are the hot water cylinder, fire retardant system
and storage for oil cans for waste oil.

There are twin sea strainers so the engine runs on one while the
other is cleared if necessary, and an electrical panel provides the
manual alternative switching to the CZone system to run tests or
operate in case of a fault.

There are systems for potable water in white filters and fresh
water in black filters. There’s a diesel heater, exhaust system and
VPP system, all within easy reach for maintenance.

But for all of that, with all this warmth and available space,
there was a serious omission: a retractable washing line.

Ooops... did T just spoil the man cave?

CONSTRUCTION

From its Rocna 36 anchor and 100m chain, with spare chain and
anchor to its robust rubbing strake — “It’s a single-hander,” says
Dickey, by way of explanation — to its hard chine transom, the

LRC 58 is robust, tough, no-nonsense. It is stiffened with 8mm
transverse frames and 8mm longitudinals run through the forward

area and aft. The keel provides directional stability, and a tunnel
enables a shallow propeller shaft angle of only two degrees.

The boat’s low centre of gravity makes it a stiff boat underway
at sea. As Dickey says, “It doesn’t wallow.” The hard chines provide
the stability; there are no stabilisers or flopper stoppers, and the
boat is claimed to be self-righting.

The booms, like cranes, on the upper deck can do tricks to
carry a mainsail and foresail. They are there as back up, to provide
the relaxation of sailing with wind abaft of the beam and would
even help steady the boat in some seas or at anchor. No one's
pretending this shallow draft boat would point well to windward.

For our jaunt out of Napier, starting at 0600 to get the warm-gold
light of dawn, we had a typical Hawkes Bay chop and the wake of
a pilot boat heading out to meet a container ship coming in. The
boat's stability was evident in its quick correction to the waves.

In big seas, Dickey says, the boat has a nice motion underway.
“Nine and a half knots is quite quick going into a sea, so you slow
down a little and it's nice. In a big swell it’s really nice because it
doesn't wallow.”

At a time when expedition cruising is becoming more popular,
the Artnautica IRC 58 is an ideal vessel for long range cruising in
comfort, without need for late-night sail changes.

You've got to love the easy living, easy handling - and never
having to repaint the topsides ever again. &

Artnautica LRC 58
» loa17.6m 57ft 9in

» beam 4m 13ft lin

» deadrise 0 degrees

» aluminium 5083 marine grade

> weight 14000

» engine hp range 75-90hp

» fuel capacity 3500 litres

» water capacity 1400 litres

» vessel scantlings 16mm centreline vertical
keel, 8mm engine room girders/frames
6mm girders hull, transom, stringers,
topsides, 5mm decks, 4mm house

» contact Dickey Boats, Napier,
Jason Dickey on +64 (0)21 577 781




